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OUT AN ORDER GIVEN 
BY THAT OLD MAN... 





YOUR COMRADE CAME 
TO RESCUE YOU. BUT HE 
FELL INTO A PIT TRAP... 
AND NOW HE’S BECOME 

OUR PRISONER, JUST 

LIKE YOU... 

















You 
PROBABLY 
THINK THAT 
| HATE You, 
BUT... 





WHAT'S 
THE NAME OF 
THAT OLD MAN 
WHO GAVE YOU 
THAT KIND OF 

TRAINING!? 


| ADMIRE THAT 
YOU COULD 








HEARD IEYASU’S 
NAME AT ALL... 





THOSE 
TWO AREN'T 
BROTHER: 
AND SISTER. 


RAISED THEM 
AND TRAINED 


ASSASSINS. 


















































YOU TRIED TO 

SAVE HER, EVEN 
THOUGH YOU WERE ?' 
ALONE...AND EVEN ‘ll 
INTRUDED INSIDE. (f 
KA CASTLE! 








PONTO | WA 
EV AANGGGGAAGAT 
a: 





THERE’S NO 
NEED TO LET 
THEM LIVE, 


THE ASSASSINS 
WHO KILLED 


) LorD HYu0E 
AND SHIN- 
Y 2sBUROUL? 








1 Ma 


WON'T 
CLEAR AWAY 
MY SHAME...OR 
THE SHAME OF 
THE PEOPLE 
WHO DIeD!! 


Aa ert SS a 











HE SNUCK INTO THE 


CASTLE IN BROAD DAYLIGHT... 
IT CAN'T JUST BE AN ORDER 
FROM THAT OLD MAN... 
RIGHT? 





aes TO MAKE 
pal 


THEM FIGHT IF THOSE 
\ AND KILL EACH J TOMER, THEN 
5 WOULDN'T IT BE 
“Mees INTERESTING... 


THEY WON’T 
DO IT. THEYD 
BOTH COMMIT 

SUICIDE... 


WI F 





ITLL BE FINE IF WE TELL THEM 
THAT THE WINNER WILL HAVE HIS 
LIFE SPARED!! AFTER ALL, EVEN IF 
THEY SAY THAT THEY LOVE EACH 


OTHER, HUMANS WILL PUT THEIR 
OWN LIVES FIRST!! 





foe 




















WORTH SEEING 

WHAT KIND OF 

EXPRESSIONS 
SHE MAKES 
FROM NOW 


THAT HE WANTS TO 
TRADE HIS PRISONER 
FOR YOU TWO... 





WE REPLIED 
THAT WE'LL BE 
EXCHANGING 
ONLY ONE 
PRISONER... 





THE ONE WHO 
REMAINS ALIVE, 
WILL BE THE 
PRISONER WE 


TOMORROW... 
YOU TWO ARE 
GOING TO FIGHT, 
TO THE DEATH 
AND 





THE ONE 
WHO WINS: 
WILL BE SAVED 
AND WILL BE 
RETURNED TO 





























Do you 
UNDERSTAND!? 
TOMORROW, YOU 
AND THAT BOY 
CALLED UKIHA 
ARE GOING TO 
KILL EACH 





WILL THE = § 
WINNER REALLY 
BE SPAREDI? 


SHE NEVER 


OR LOSES SHOWS HER 
INTENTIONS 





THAT 
THE ELITE 
WARRIORS WHO 
| RAISED FOR 











BUT WITH THE 


AnD Bag ABILITYTOHOLD 

EXTORTIONS (gpg oS WOM ORANG ioe: ‘ ATABOUT 
‘ANDRAPE vauic MM THANVAGRANTSIN. [Egg THATTIME.THE 
THEOSAKA NEIGH- REMNANTS OF 

BORHOOD. SEKIGAHARA, 

; WHOCOULD 

NOTLIVE AS 

ANYTHING BUT 





No! IT’s 
DANGEROUS 
OUTSIDE! 


YOU CAN'T 
GO OUTSIDE 
ALONE, YAE! 


THERE’S SWARMS 
OF MEN LIKE THOSE 
MOUNTAIN BANDITS... 
IT’S DANGEROUS EVEN 

HIDING HERE... 


YOU TOOK OUT THE 
ARROWS AND APPLIED 
THE MEDICINE... THE 
FEVER WILL GO DOWN 








fees 


TOMORROW... | escape 

LL PROBABLY HH FROM HERE, 
BE SURROUNDED 

BY ARCHERS 

AND RIFLES... 


AND I'LL 


se DeacceD |r 
OFF TO THE : 
PLACE WHERE 

VL FIGHT 

AZUMI... 
































AND THEN, THE 
SURVIVOR WILL 
BE EXCHANGED 
WITH GRAMPA’S 
PRISONER AND 


THINKING ABOUT 
RESCUING AZUMI, 
GRAMPA TOOK ONE 


NO WAY TO 


BECAUSE HE DIDN'T THINK 
THAT | WOULD DISREGARD 
HIS ORDERS AND COME 
HERE TO RESCUE AZUMI 
BY MYSELF, HE ONLY 





LOSE... 
AND DIE. 


IF WE FOUGHT, ITD 
BE OBVIOUS THAT AZUMI 
IS THE STRONGEST... 


SHE'S THE MOST 

SKILLED AND THE 

ONE WHO WORKED 
THE HARDEST 
UNTIL NOW... 





My 
LIFE TOO, IS 
GOING TO END 
TOMORROW 
MORNING, 
EH? 


I'M GOING 
TO DIE AT THE 
HANDS OF THE 

WOMAN I 

LOVE... 


ILL JOIN YOU OVER 
THERE SOON. I'LL BE 
KILLED BY AZUMI, 
JUST LIKE YOU... 





BUT YOu 
KNOW, NACHI... 
IT’S DIFFERENT 

THAN IT WAS 


| DON’T WANT TO 

DIE YET... | WANT 

TO LIVE FOREVER, 
WITH AZUMI... 





AZUMI IS 
DIFFERENT 
FROM BACK 
THEN, TOO... 


| WANT 
ONE THING TO BECOME 
| WISH AN ADULT... 
FOR THE TOGETHER WITH 


MOST... 





AND BY INSTINCT... 
WITH ONLY A SHORT 


SHE COULD 
INTEND TO LOSE 
ON PURPOSE... TO 
LET ME WIN... 





THINKING 
OF DOING 








STRIKING 
HARDAT 
THEPOINT 
OFTHE 
SWORDS. 
BACK 
WHERE THE 








LeT‘s see, | 
WONDER WHO’LL 
BE THE FASTEST _, 


z THINKING 
ABOUT IT... 
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THESE PIECES OF 
WOOD THERE’S A 
LITTLE O OR X 




















FASTEST TO 
BECOME THE 
BEST AT IT... 


UKIHA, YOU 
DIDN’T LOOK $O J, 
GOOD TODAY. 





FOUND IT! 
IT’s DIRT, 


STAY STILL! 






















































































AZUMI’S NOT 
JUST MINE... 





SHELL 
CARRY OUT 
OUR MISSIONS 


\ MAGNIFICENTLY, 


FOR ALL OF 
usl! 


GRAUPA. 


way Dip you = 
ONLY TAKE ONE a 











Chapter 3: 












































THE GIRL 
WILL COME 




























Is THAT | HEARD THAT 
THOSE TWO ARE 





Yes!! NOW, A 
FIGHT TO THE DEATH 
BETWEEN LOVERS IS 
GOING TO BEGIN!! 






SHE KILLED LORD ‘ 


THOSE 
DETESTABLE 
CLEARLY WITH AssAssiNS WHO aioe) Aen EN : 


YOUR OWN LIED TO YOU WILL 
eyes! "NOW KILL EACH SEN 
OTHER!! 





| HEARD THAT YOU 

MADE THEM BELIEVE 
THAT THE WINNER: 

WILL BE SAVED... 


‘a THEY SAY 
THE END, i haters 
HUMANS 
CARE FOR 

THEM- 

SELVES 





Kran >xm 


THE MOST! 








YOU'LL SEE 
THEM FIGHT 
EACH OTHER 

DESPERATELY, 
WISHING TO 








YOU'VE SEEN 
THEIR FENCING... 
RIGHT? THE BOY IS 





























I'M SORRY 





€ JA | 


THIS IS THE 
ERO THAT. / UNDERSTAND WHAT 
WE LIVEDI! WAS GOING ON 
AROUND Us!! 





HOW WE WE at SHOW THESE ( ~~ REORETPIL. RH 
LEAST -- Gi, RISK MY LIFE 
DIE! FIGHT BASTARDS ¢--- BUT... FIGHTING 


YOU... 













) IF YOU DON’T 
> COME AT ME 





3 
“2) WOODEN SWORDS 

© ALL THE TIME... 
“~) 















































YOU DID 
THAT ON of 
PURPOSE, </ 


YOU MADE IT <« 
SO YOUR SWORD < 
WOULD BREAK ON < 
PURPOSE, DIDN'T < 








UKIHAL! 
DON’T Ey 
DIEEEEE!! « 











Chapter 4: 
The Ideal 
Warrior 























HIM TO NOT 
MANAGE TO ss 


LeU MESERERERUEGRERTE 


LEMUAEWED EMR RRRMEE EET 
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Sug 
we 
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WENT TO 
OSAKA CASTLE 
TO RESCUE 





THIS MORNING, | CAME 
TO INFORM YOU ABOUT 
THE TWO YOUNG ASSASSINS 
INSIDE OSAKA CASTLE 
WHO | ASSUME ARE YOUR 
SUBORDINATES!! 





~ATTHAT TIME, 


IEYASU HAD 
fF) NUMEROUSNINJA 
GROUPS FROM 


BOTHIGA AND 
KOUGA AS 
SUBORDINATES. 





TENKAIOFHIS J 
Py WHEREABOUTS 
THROUGH A 
SPY... 


WITH GREAT DIFFICULTY | 

MANAGED TO SNEAK INTO 

THE ARCHER SQUAD THAT 
SURROUNDED THE DUEL... AND | 
WITNESSED THE WHOLE STORY... 





Tey Toe 

THEM ONE WOULD So 
HAVE BEEN SAVED eee 
WITH A HOSTAGE 


THEN... hee . 
See 
pba 

MAYBE... 


THEN... UKIHA 
TAMPER 
WITH Ie 


LS 


re 





THE JAIL SECURITY IS 
HEAVY AND AS FOR MY 
UNDERCOVER COMRADES... 
THEY'RE IN NO EASY 
POSITIONS WHERE 
THEY CAN GET 
NEAR THE JAIL... 


SHOULD BE 


CAN | RELY 
ON YOUR 
COMRADES...? 


























THAT WAY, EVEN IF 
SHE’S GOT NO WEAPONS 
OR ANYTHING ELSE, THAT 
AZUMI DOESN'T EVEN 
NEED TO BE HELPED. 
SHE'S GOT THE SKILLS 
TO BE ABLE TO ESCAPE 
FROM INSIDE OSAKA 
CASTLE ON 

HER OWN!! 


YOU COULD 
POSSIBLY 
STEAL THE 
KEY SOMEHOW 
AND SECRETLY 
GIVE IT TO 








BEING ABLE TO ACT CALMLY, 
WITHOUT BEING INFLUENCED BY 
EMOTIONS NO MATTER WHAT 
CIRCUMSTANCES YOU'RE IN... 1 
ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT LIKIHA 
WAS THE BEST IN THAT 





WOULD 
GO AGAINST MY 
ORDERS TO RESCUE 
AZUMI FROM THE 
CASTLE... 


HAD 
FEELINGS FOR 
AZUMI THAT 
SURPASSED 
FRIENDSHIP... 





DISPOSITION 
TO BECOME 
THE IDEAL 
WARRIOR | HAD 
ENVISIONED, 

UKIHA.. 




















THEREIS ALSO A 
DIFFERENT OPINION 
THAT SAYS THAT..IN 
TIMES OF POVERTY... 

PARENTS WHO SECRETLY 
KILLED THEIROWN 
CHILDREN.MADE THEM 
AS A WISH FOR THOSE 
(CHILDREN 
TOREST IN PEACE. 
BECAUSEOF 
THAT, AKOKESHI 
(Fi8 UCHILD + ERASE) 
WAS A CHILD WHO WAS, 
ERASED IN SECRET. 


AFTER TEN YEARS... 
THE ONLY ONES LEFT... 
ARE AZUMI AND 


THERE ARE 
AVARIETY OF 
RUMORS ABOUT 
THEORIGIN OF 
KOKESHI(Z (tL), 
SUCH AS THAT THEY 
ARE HUMAN-LIKE 
RELIGIOUS OBJECTS 
FORGRANTING 
BABIESORRAISING 

THEM, WHILE 
OTHERS SAY THEY 
AREMERELY TOYS 
FORCHILDREN, 





AND SHE WAS 
FORCED TO KILL 
WITH HER OWN 
HANDS ANOTHER 
COMRADE, LIKIHA... 


NOW, WHAT 
WOULD SHE 
BE THINKING 
INSIDE THE 


KILLED HER 
BELOVED 
NACHI WITH 
HER OWN 
HANDS... 





NACHI, YOU ENDED 
UP KILLING LIKIHA 
700... IF, BEING $0 
DEVASTATED BY 

THIS HARSH FATE. 





UN 
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FEELING 
THATS 
SUDDENLY 
PUSHING 

j MEI? 


pw 


























IF SHE 
MANAGED TO 
ESCAPE FROM 
THIS CASTLE 


SHE'S AZUMI IS 
AGIRL AMAZING... 





HER, MA‘AM. 
It’s mpossi- 
BLE FOR HER 
TO ESCAPE 
FROM THE 
CASTLE. 





N 
N 
IN 


AS 
RSS 











| HEARD THAT YOU 
MADE THE GREAT 
LORD OPEN THE JAIL... 
YOU DECEIVED HIM 
JUST AFTER KILLING 
YOUR FRIEND... 


IY 


Ve 
Up 





Is d 
PUSHING 












































SHE WAS ABLE TO 
DEFEAT THE SAJIKI 
BROTHERS... AND SHE 
POSSESSES AGILITY 
THAT SURPASSES A 
COMMON MAN BY 












































sh. Chaper 6: 
~The Audiénce 
With: Teyasu, 








HELEVELEDA FALSE 
ACCUSATION ABOUT THE 
CHARACTERS WRITTENIN 

THEINSCRIPTION ON THE 
HANGING BELL, REPAIRED 
BY HIDEYORIS ORDERS, 
OFTHEGREAT BUDDHA 
HALL AT HOUKOU TEMPLE 


FULANDPROSPEROUS’) 
AND BE B28 (KUSHIN 
HOURAKU, "MAY NOBLE 
| LORD ANDSERVANTSBE 
RICH AND CHEERFUL"). 


HOWEVER TOYOTOMI 
WASNTDEFEATED IN 
THE WINTER SIEGE ASA 
[//] _ SETTLEMENT CONDITION, 
bg INORDERFOR THEIMPREG- 


[4 NABLEOSAKACASTLETO 
RM BEEASIERTOATIACKTHE |, 
NEXTTIMEITSOUTERMOAT 
WAS ALLOWED TOBE 


| HADIOWIPEOUT [| 
_| THETOYOTOMINO |] 
MATTER WHAT, 4 
TOENSURE THE 
CONTINUED 
EXSISTENCEOF 
THETOKUGAWA 
RULE. 


SAYING THATIN KOKKA ANKOU 
THE CHARACTER # (AN, PEACE) 
CUTIEYASU (228) AND THAT 
KUSHIN HOURAKUMEANT TO BE 
CHEERFUL (TANOSHIMU, 3 L45) 
TOHAVETOYOTOMI (Ff) 
ASLORD(@)..INOTHER WORDS, 
ITWAS A CURSE TOWARDS 
TEYASU AND A BLESSING 
ONTOYOTOML 


HEADVANCED 
THEUNREASONABLE 
REQUEST FOR HIDEYORI 
TOLEAVEHIS CASTLE. 
CORNERED, THE 
TOYOTOMISIDE RAISED 
AN ARMY. THIS WAS 














IS GETTING CLOSER, RIGHT? , 
THE MAN SITTING OVER THERE ‘tag 
IN A DIGNIFIED MANNER IS 
CALLED TOKUGAWA IEvASU. AT 
PRESENT...HE’S THE PERSON 
WHO'S RULING THIS WHOLE 





EH!! WE DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT HIM, 
BUT EVEN YAE-CHAN KNEW HIS 
NAME. THIS IEYASU IS AT PRESENT 
THE MOST IMPORTANT MAN IN 





yO 


USED AN 
UNREASONABLE 
FALSE ACCLISATION 
AND ATTACKED 
HIDEYORI... WHO 
WASN'T EVEN 
ATTEMPTING TO 
START A WAR. 











IT WAS REALLY MOVING... 
LAST NIGHT, GRAMPA 
TOLD US EVERYTHING... 


SINCE THE 
TIME AFTER 
YOU WERE 
CAPTURED 
AT OSAKA 
CASTLE... AND 
WOUND UP 
KILLING 








YOU'VE NEVER 


YOU WERE THE DONE THAT. 
BEFORE, UNTIL 


ONE WHO USED 
TO SAY THAT NOW... WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 





YOU'VE BEEN 
SUSPECTING 
WHAT GRAMPA 
SAYS, TALKING 
BACK TO HIM... 


DEFEAT 
THEM... IF 
IT’S LIKE 
THAT, 


IF WHAT GRAMPA SAYS 
IS RIGHT... EVEN THOLIGH 
THAT MAN IEYASU IS 
TRYING TO MAKE THE 
WORLD PEACEFUL... 
THERE’RE BAD GUYS 
TRYING TO START 


is s 
a 











CROWDEDSTREETS, 


INTRODUCED E 
THEMSELVESINLOUD 
VOICES AND FOUGHT 


ae, 


| 


yl 
































THIS!! | 

WAS SAYING 
THAT | 

WANT TO 


DOA 
FIGHT!! 








| REEEALLY LOVE TO KILL 
CONCEITED GUYS WHO THINK 
THAT THEY'RE STRONG!! 
DON’T YOU WANT TO HAVE 
A FIGHT WITH Mel? 


THE HIGHWAY AND 
TELL EVERYONE 
THAT HATAKENAKA 
MATAJUHROU IS A 





BUT GETTING HIT 

BY AN OPPONENT 

1 SUNSKILLFUL", 
YOU KNOW!? 























THIS 
MORTIFIED, 
DESPERATE 

FACIAL 
» EXPRESSION... 





AAAH... 
A LIFE IS 


GRADUALLY 
VANISHING 


Gif 








CAME TO i ee 
CHECK ON MY f ® - ToBizaRu, 
WHEREABOUTS, HD | Oye . 

RIGHTI? / | | 









































: = alll EN es 
eee C—— 1 RR, — i i “ —- 7 Yi —| 


ANDTHE 
OTHERS! 





Chapter 7: The Handsome Fencer — Mogami Bijomaru 











IFHEEVER 
. » £B WANTEDTO. 
DECIDEDTO DEFEAT HIDEYORI, 
SEND YAEBACK eae 
HOMETO b 
TANGO. 


ISN’T REALLY 
ee GOODBYE, 


YES, $O IF YOU 
ASK THAT, YOU'LL 
FIND ME. 





WITH A SMILE, 
THAT ONE DAY, 
YOU'LL GO MEET 
HER FOR SURE, 





AND YAE-CHAN 
Loves You Too! {4 Y YAE-CHAN 


KNOWS THAT 





‘SHE DIDN’ 


SULKING 
BECALISE 
WHEN SHE 





IT WOULD BE SAD FOR HER 

TO PART WITH US, BUT IT’S 

OBVIOUS THAT SHE’S HAPPY 
TO MEET HER MOTHER... 











THEN, I’M 
COUNTING 
ON YOU. 








IF YOU THINK 





THANK You 4 


FOR BEING % 


ALWAYS 
BE THINK- 
ING ABOUT 





su 
138 











IT’S COME 
DOWN TO 
JUST THE 


IT’S NOT OK 
IF IT’S NOT 
YAE-CHANIF 





THE INN AND CHECK 
YOUR WEAPONS AND 
TRAVEL EQUIPMENT. 





| eoopaye THe 


RIGHT WAY... 
WITH A 


, AH HAHA, 
A DON’T WORRY 


AZuUMI!! 


OBVIOUS, 
YOU 





| WANTED TO 
HOLD HER IN MY 
ARMS WITH ALL 
My MIGHT! 


| WANTED TO 
DO...PERVERTED 


AND INDECENT 
THINGS WITH 
HER... 








WERE THE 


TYPE TO FLY 
IN THE FACE 










DON’T WORRY!! 
| KNOW THAT 
SHE'S JUST 
A STREET 

PERFORMER. 


I$ THAT 
CHILD 

HYULGA- 

CHANI? 





YOUR You 
TO NOT LET ONLY ROLE KNOW IT,) 
HYUUGA-CHAN HERE IS RIGHT, 





IN THAT 
CASE, HURRY 
UP AND GIVE 

HIM YOUR 


YOU THINK 


YOU'RE 
SPEAKING P  opeetty 


WITH THAT F STRONG, 














THEIR PRIDE 
JUUULUST A 
TINY BIT... 








THEN | HAVE NO THIS GUY...IF HE TAILS 

CHOICE BUT TO YAE-CHAN AND REACHES 

FIGHT HIM LIKE HER... | DON’T KNOW WHAT 
HE DESIRES... 








THEN I'LL TELL 
YOU MY NAME, 
AS SOMETHING 
y TO TAKE WITH 
2 , YOU TO THE 
ae S af e A OTHER WORLD! 
SAY "AS IF 4: 
I'D GET KILLED 
BY THE LIKES 
OF YOU!!", 
IT’S PRETTY 
IMPORTANT! «< 








WAAATCH 
ME WELL, 
AND Die!! 


YOU'RE SO 
NOISY... AND 
CREEPY... HURRY 
UP AND COME 


THE ONE WHO 
WILL PUT A 
CLOSE TO 

YOUR SHORT 
LIFE WILL 

BE THIS 
HANDSOME 
FENCER!! 














Chapter 8: Parting 











[WAS TAUGHT TO TyaT’s A 
DO IT THAT WAY 

Too! As MUCH 

AS POSSIBLE! ¢- 




















| WILL HAVE 
YOU BEGGING 





Wa 








IF | COULD USE MY 
TWIN SWORDS... A 
GUY LIKE THIS... 


OH, RIGHT! 
HE'S GOT 
NO GUARD, 
$0 I'LL AIM 
FOR HIS 
HAND! 








: 
“Y J) 


Fy 























YOUR LIFE WILL 
RUN OUT WHILE | 














WEEELL, | 
WONDER WHERE 


| SHOULD START 





Midi 














HE PROBABLY DECIDED Qe ): \ THAT HYUUGA... 
HE WOULD EscorT Hee | 3% : CW HE MUST HAVE 
FOR A BIT LONGER AND eu) BEEN RELUCTANT 

‘ TO PART FROM 


YAE-CHAN... 
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